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19th Century & Earlier Travel to Lodges
Involved Rough Roads & Trails

Illumination 
Was

Moon

Or

Lantern 



Full Moon

Provided Light

For

Predominantly Rural Travelers

Many Lodges Were Scheduled

On Or Near

Full Moon



First Mentioned in Cook Manuscript, 1410

Mentioned in Ritual in

ñThe Whole Institute of Masonryò in 1724

Edinburgh (St. Mary's No.1) Lodge, Scotland

Minutes From ~1599

Meeting Dates Correlate With 

Full Moon
(http://www.mdmasons.org/gl/Charity/moon.htm) 

Moon Lodges

http://www.mdmasons.org/gl/Charity/moon.htm


Some Grand Lodges Eliminated Lunar 
Schedules, Requiring Specific Meeting Dates  

However Some Still Meet
On Lunar Schedules 

These Include:

Several in Pennsylvania
Donovan Lodge #75, Deltaville, VA

Arlington Lodge #102, Millers Tavern, VA
(www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf) 

Vermont Lodge of Research, F. & A.M.
(www.vermontlodgeofresearch.com/) 

http://www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf
http://www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf
http://www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf
http://www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf
http://www.mn-masons.org/assets/2697.pdf
http://www.vermontlodgeofresearch.com/


Early Lodges Often Met Above 
Businesses

Laramie Lodge #18 met above this Bank

Jan. 31, 1870 to Dec. 9, 1872



Laramie Lodge # 18 Met Upstairs Here
They Built the 2nd Story

(Occupied Dec. 9, 1872 to Nov. 11,1882)

New Charter for Laramie Lodge #3
Received & Read in Lodge Here

by Worshipful Master S.L. Mills, Feb. 8, 1875

Grand Lodge
A.F. & A.M.

of
Wyoming 

Organized here
Dec. 15, 1874

Simon Durlacher Building



The Lodge Room Over 

Simpkinsô Store
Poem By

Lawrence N. Greenleaf, 33°

Grand Master of Colorado Masons, 1880

&

Deputy of the Supreme Council, 33° for Colorado

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction 1878-

1917

Reflects the Flavor of Masonry

During the Late 1800s



The plainest Lodge room in the land
was over Simpkinôs store,

Where Friendship Lodge
had met each month for fifty years or more.



When oôer the earth the moon full-orbed,
had cast her brightest beams,

The Brethren came from miles around
on horseback and in teams,



And O! what hearty
grasp of hand,
what welcome

met them there,

As mingling with
the waiting groups
they slowly mount 

the stair,



Exchanging fragmentary news
or prophecies of crop,

Until they reach the Tylerôs room
and current topics drop,

To turn their thoughts to nobler themes
they cherish and adore,

And which were heard on meeting night
up over Simpkinsô store.



To city eyes, a cheerless room,
long usage had defaced,

The tell-tale lines of lath and beam
on wall and ceiling traced.



The light from oil-fed lamps
was dim and yellow in its hue,

The carpet once could pattern boast,
though now ótwas lost to view.



The alter and the pedestals
that marked the stations three,

The gate-post pillars topped with balls,
the rude-carved Letter G,

Where village joinerôs clumsy work,
with many things beside,

Where beautyôs lines were all effaced and 
ornament denied.



There could be left no lingering doubt,

if doubt there was before,

The plainest Lodge room in the land

was over Simpkinsô store.



While musing thus
on outward form

the meeting time drew near,
And we had glimpse

of inner life
through watchful eye and ear.

When Lodge convened at 
gavelôs sound

with officers in place,
We looked for strange, 

conglomerate work,
but could no errors trace.



The more we saw, the more we heard,
the greater our amaze,

To find those country Brethren there
so skilled in Masonsô ways.

But greater marvels were 
to come

before the night was 
through,

Where unity was not mere 
name,

but fell on hearts like 
dew.



Where tenets had the mind imbued,
and truths rich fruitage bore,

In plainest Lodge room in the land,
up over Simpkinsô store.

Bennett & Collins Building



To hear the record of their acts
was music to the ear,

We sing of deeds unwritten
which on angelôs scroll appear.

A widowôs case ïfour helpless ones
ïLodge funds were running low.
A dozen brethren sprang to feet

and offers were not slow.
Food, raiment, things of needful sort,

while one gave load of wood,
Another, shoes for little ones,
for each gave what he could.



Then spoke the last:
ñI havenôt things like these to give ïbut 

then,
Some ready money may help outò

ïand he laid down a ten.



Where brother cast on darkest square
upon lifeôs checkered floor,

A beacon light to reach the white
ïwas over Simpkinsô store.

Marsh & Cooper Building


